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Beverly on her 100th birthday! Read more on page 2.
Photos by Onat.

Camphill Ghent

elders in community

Community Spotlight: Beverly Turns 100!
Beverly Fenn achieved a rare feat on Aug. 11, 2019 — the celebration of a full century of life.
A resident of Camphill Ghent in Chatham since it opened in 2012, Beverly is still active and can often be
seen perusing the artwork in Camphill Ghent’s gallery, headed outside to sit and enjoy the gardens, or at
one of the frequent musical events held there.
Beverly was a professional musician and a graduate of the Juilliard School of Music, in addition to being a
wife and mother of four children. She was a soprano and pianist and sang with the Robert Shaw Chorale
and with the Chautauqua Opera Chorus beginning at 15. In 1928, at the age of eight, she was in the
audience when pianist Vladimir Horowitz made his debut at Carnegie Hall.
Beverly grew up in Englewood, New Jersey, but spent summers at her grandparent’s home in Columbia
County. In 1946, Beverly and her husband, Albert, moved from Englewood to Claverack, settling on a
small, historic parcel called Stone Mill Farm along the Taghkanic Creek. The historic house was built in
1763 and had no indoor plumbing. The “city girl” arrived in Columbia County in late November with the
couple’s first two children, ages six months and two years.
“I cooked the first year on a woodstove,” recalls Beverly, who noted her “laundry room” consisted of a
wringer washing machine and a clothesline. The family had extensive flower and vegetable gardens,
berry bushes and a variety of animals, including goats.
Husband Albert frequently traveled long distances for his job as a carpenter and millwright, and Beverly
ran the household often singlehandedly, raising Jack, Chris, Peter and Martha. Active in the community,
Beverly served on the original committee to create the Olana State Historic Site and was active with the
Greenport Historical Society, Columbia County Mental Health Association, and the Hudson Area Library.
She served as executive director of the Hudson YWCA in the 1960s and had a radio talk show on WHUC
for many years. Beverly was the founder of the Friends of the First Presbyterian Church in Hudson, charter
organizer of the NYS Council on the Arts for Columbia County, and founded the Hudson Valley Choral
Society.
Beverly celebrated her 100th birthday at Camphill Ghent with her children, grandchildren and friends.
The Aurora Dining Hall was filled with people of all ages who came to congratulate Beverly, who met
each one with warmth and grace. Instead of presents, she asked for donations in her honor to be given to
Camphill Ghent.
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Happy 50th Wedding Anniversary,
Jonitha & Paul Hasse!
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Fiery Days
In fiery days I met you.
Our skin touched in prayer
beneath a heaven
swirling with light.
We sang together
in a choir of two,
drawing melody
out of lavender,
while desire circled
spires of gratitude
holding promises
chiseled from our pact with the angels.
They seldom disclose their intentions
or a deep understanding of loneliness.
Death is just a dream;
let me always be in yours
and you in mine.

Poem by
Sean Vernon
(Tourmaline House)
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(1) Out of Time Barbershop Quartet serenading our community;
(2) Baby Jackie and Barb Cooley are all smiles;
(3) John Karl deep in thought with My;
(4) Thomas Lent attending an ice cream party with Maggi;
(5) Adam took this photo of a heron watching over the pond;
(6) Jacob on his first week helping out at lunch time;
(7) Wolfgang Rohr celebrates his 80th birthday;
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(8) Gail Mortman presents her art gifts to My and Miriam.
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Happy August Anniversary!
Thank you for being part of Camphill Ghent!

Danny Clement
7 years

Christiane Marks
2 years

Shirley Destyl
4 years

Dianne Klinger
4 years

Katie Schreckinger
3 years

Denise Virgo-Cole
2 years
Madelon & Lonnie Hunt
1 year

Comings and Goings
Kristina Labaty has joined Camphill Ghent as our newest resident co-worker.
Welcome! She and her family, husband John Carlson, daughter Gwen, and son
Simon, moved to Aurora House. Kristina will support care work and be a part of
the fundraising team.
Era Montecillo - a Camphill Academy student from Beaver
Run/Camphill School - also joined us this month. Welcome
Era! Era will be involved in care work, activities, and festival
life.
We say thank you to our dear volunteers, My, Miriam and Maggi. My and Miriam
returned to Germany to pursue college (Miriam in health administration to become a
nurse and My in medical technology to become a doctor). Maggi is returning to Mexico
to pursue higher education. We already miss you!
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Seven years ago “The Concerts at Camphill Ghent” began. Seven years
ago Gili Melamed-Lev, a very fine and innovative musician
and good friend of our community, joined us in helping to manifest Karl
König’s vision that Camphill centers could become islands of culture for
our time. She created and directed “The Concerts at Camphill Ghent”,
which for the past seven years has been one of the pillars helping to
shape the cultural life of our community.
Our elder residents could be inspired and uplifted by the finest
chamber music, often bringing new insights to their personal lives
and also peace. The concert series brought many people to Camphill
Ghent as well, people who were touched by the music in a special
way as they experienced the intimate setting, the fine musicians and
creative programs, and the beauty of our community. Many of these
concert guests have become faithful friends of Camphill Ghent. One
person described the experience by saying, "My life has been changed
by this concert series."
We are now in a transition and Camphill Ghent will incorporate concerts
in a different way into our community life. Gili is expanding her vision and will offer a concert series in the local
community that features the same caliber of innovative programs and extraordinary musicians. She will bring
four concerts to Camphill Ghent in the upcoming year, too, organized by our fundraising team (please see the
list of concerts next page). We hope you will join us for these and other fine concerts that Camphill Ghent is
offering the community!
In her letter to the Camphill Ghent community announcing this change, Gili closed by saying, “My love and
respect for this amazing community will continue to inspire me and my work.” I would like to respond to Gili
(and I think I can speak for our community), “Thank you! We will continue to value your friendship and be
inspired by your amazing work, too!”
We wish to express our deepest gratitude to Gili for her vision, friendship, musicianship, community outreach,
and all she has brought so tirelessly to Camphill Ghent. And we look forward to both our continued friendship
and to a new experience of musical, cultural collaboration! - Written by Anna Rée.
Onat’s note: Thank you Gili for bringing your commitment, dedication, and musical artistry to the Concerts at
Camphill Ghent for the last seven years. I look forward to our continued collaboration! In fact, Gili and I are
already planning for the 2020 season. Stay tuned!
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Chamber Music
Concerts at the Hall
Camphill Ghent

2542 Route 66
Chatham, NY 12037

Sept 28, 2019

Sat, Sept 28
3 pm

Natalie Kress & Robyn Quinnett, violins
Charlotte Malin, viola

Haydn, Bach, Beethoven

Ronald Feldman, cello

Sat, Nov 16
3 pm
Kodaly, Dvorák,
Schumann

Jill Levy, violin
Judith Nelson, viola
Zela Terry, cello
Gili Melamed-Lev, piano

Emily Daggett-Smith, violin
Ronald Feldman, cello

Mendelssohn’s piano
trio

Gili Melamed-Lev, piano

Fri, Feb 14
3 pm
Bartók, Beethoven,
Schubert

Brahms, Horn trio, duets
and solo pieces

Nov 16, 2019

Dec 7, 2019

Sat, Dec 7
3 pm

Sat, Apr 25
3 pm

Season tickets: $100
Individual concerts: $25

Feb 14, 2020
Eugene Drucker, violin
William Frampton, viola
Roberta Cooper, cello
Peter Weitzner, double bass
Gili Melamed-Lev, piano

April 25, 2020
Michael Slatkin, French horn
Ella Vaulin, violin
Gili Melamed-Lev, piano

