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“American Gothic” at Camphill Ghent? Andrea Allen (Sunrise) and Nick Franceschelli
(Farm House) welcome the still slowly emerging spring with work in the gardens and on
the land.

Camphill Ghent ・elders in community

Community Spotlight: Karina Astheria
Karina Astheria, along with My, Miriam, and Maggi, is one of our wonderful one-year resident volunteers.
Karina is from Indonesia and attended community college in Japan. It was there, out of her interest in caring
for elders, that she began researching opportunities to volunteer abroad. It had been
a dream of hers to come to the United States since childhood, and one of the
volunteer opportunities she found was with the Camphill Association of North
America.
Learning about all the different communities connected with Camphill
was a major discovery! She applied to volunteer at three different Camphill
communities, with Ghent being her first choice. However it was the Camphill
Special School in Pennsylvania that contacted her first, and even interviewed her,
but some wise person there, noting her specific interest in elder care, decided to
remind us that she had applied and to recommend her as a volunteer to Camphill

Karina Astheria

Ghent! One week later, still in Japan, she interviewed with Onat and Gisela.
She was elated when learned she would be coming. “I was very surprised,” she said, “I

never thought that I would really be able to come to the place I had dreamed of coming to for so long.”
Part of Karina’s year of service has been studying with the Camphill Academy in Copake. She has
enjoyed this aspect of her year, and her interest in the philosophy that informs the work of Camphill is
awakened by the practical and humane way that people are treated here and at Copake, where “everyone is
equally human.” Karina is filled with gratitude for the time she has spent here, and says without reservation
that she has enjoyed every moment. One thing she has learned from her experience is the value of “having a
purpose.” Looking back, she sees that her dream of visiting the United States was just that, a dream, until she
had a purpose for coming.
Karina continues to be interested in working
with elders, and plans on pursuing nursing studies
when she returns to Indonesia, and furthering her
growing store of valuable experiences.
Thank you Karina for your service to Camphill Ghent.
You - and the rest of the other service volunteers have become part of my extended family. Salamat! I
wish you all the best in your future plans and I’m
sure our paths will meet again. - Kuya Onat

Karina presents her Camphill Academy project with Judy
Fletcher in the Hall on May 15, 2019.
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May Photo Review

Steve Keller sang standards for
Mother’s Day.

After a long winter, the flowform
fountain is flowing once again.
Thanks, Martin!

Chop Sparks’ Memorial dogwood
in bloom.

Time to garden!
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My, Bill, and Maggi at the Chatham Memorial Day
Parade
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Taken
By Abby Smith
The emptiness without you here leaves me lonely.
The nights where I lay in my bed sound asleep are now filled with dark memories.
My heart is black because you took the color with you.
I gave you everything and you took it all. I didn’t expect anything in return because I loved you,
and I thought this is what love was supposed to be.
According to adults, I’m not supposed to know what love is when I’m this young.
In fact, I do know what love is.
Love is being able to laugh so hard your stomach hurts. Love is being able to feel safe.
Love is being able to be with someone and never get sick of them, no matter the length.
But, you took the love I gave you and kept it to yourself.
I don’t know how to regain what I felt ever again.
My heart and soul feel so empty.
I begged you to stay, but you grabbed my color and ran away.
Now all I see is black; nothing else.
I loved you, but this is not how love is supposed to be.
My color has been, taken but I’ll find it again and be me.

Abby Smith - Adam’s
daughter - received the
“Labyrinth” Awards for
Excellence in Literary Writing
from her school.
Congratulations, Abby!

Aurora House dining room before and after the new
floor was installed. Thank you to the following who
helped: Adam, Martin, Nick, Gene, Paul, Michael
James.
Thank you Renate for providing the pizza dinner to
our floor installers!
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Note of Thanks to the Windsong Seed Project

Hello!
This is Pam McElmoyle at Penn Kidder Campus/Jim Thorpe Area School District. I
wanted to say a big, "Thank you!" for sharing your seeds with us! The kids had a great
time starting the seeds and getting the garden ready for planting. Here are a few
pictures to show you our progress. There will be more to come!
—Pam
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Happy May Anniversary!
Thank you for being part of Camphill Ghent!

Amanda Young
5 years

LeeAnne Pulver
3 years

Jonitha Hasse
3 years

Paul Hasse
3 years

Lucas Brochetti
2 years

Joyce Monges
1 year

Marion Johansson
3 years

Bill Rosecan
1 year

Happy Graduation!

Nancy Zidel’s daughter Victoria
recently graduated from Columbia
Greene community college. She
will be going to Oneonta in the fall.
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Martin Chavez Jr. also graduated
from Columbia Greene Community
College, finishing criminal justice.
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In Remembrance
Corrie Lisandra Triewth
April 8, 1941–May 16, 2019

Corrie and Ren in December, 2017

The Parting
for Corrie
Death does for us all inspire
To guide us on our path e’er higher.
It is not forever for us to grieve
For new leaves sprout
Where we had to leave.
We left you, Corrie, in a wondrous place
Where souls can indeed with life remain
For the waning of this same
And find within themselves the magic truce
For the very leaving of its juice.
It is with great joy that here in Ghent
You left us as a tender memorial grace,
With your dear Ren,
That harmonious memory in our Quiet Place.
—Brian Rée, May 2019
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