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June, lovely June! Clockwise from top left: Diane Klinger, Louie Reich, DeeDee
Reynolds, and Thomas Lent. Photos by Onat.

Camphill Ghent ・elders in community

Community Spotlight: Peggy Goldman
Peggy Goldman has been a ray of sunshine here at Camphill Ghent since she joined us
just over a year ago in May of 2018. Walking past her door, which is often open for just this
reason, one can usually count on a warm smile and a kind “hello.” Peggy was born and
raised on Long Island and lived there throughout her adult life, always on the South Shore.
Although she does miss it somewhat, especially the beaches (!), she considers the fact that
she now lives here at Camphill Ghent “the luckiest thing that could have happened” to her.
Peggy married at the young age of twenty, not long after her soon-to-be-husband
returned from service in the Second World War. Before that she
enjoyed a stint working in New York City as a messenger in
the AT&T Building (the Art Deco skyscraper at 32 Avenue
of the Americas, not the newer building that now goes
by that name in midtown), which was an exciting and
fun time. But she was more than happy to settle in Bay
Shore with her husband and begin their own family
life. Peggy is the mother of three daughters and one
son, and she is somewhat amazed to report that her
daughters “are now grandmothers themselves! Can you
believe it?”
Two of her children are fairly close by and two still
live on Long Island, one in the same family home where she
grew up, which makes it quite a familiar place to visit when she is
able to do so.
Peggy has a special appreciation for the care provided here at Camphill Ghent,
pointing out that she feels like she is treated as well here as she would be at the home of a
family member. And she speaks from experience, having cared for her mother in her own
home for five or six years at the end of her mother’s life.
Looking back over her own life, she describes it as a “good, wonderful journey.” She
does mourn the fact that her husband is no longer with her to enjoy this part of the
voyage, but she is satisfied to “have landed at a good place,” and looks forward to her next
trip to the South Shore and putting her toes in the sand.
—John Scott
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Fourth Care Course Graduation and the Future of the Course

A eurythmy performance by the students
during their project presentation.

Instructors and graduates of the 2018-19 Care Course: front row,
l to r: Gisela, My, Martin, and Maggi; back row: Anna, David,
Miriam, Jo-An, Nick, and Renate.

On Wednesday, June 14, graduates of the Camphill Ghent Care Course were awarded
their certificates of completion. This past year was the fourth and final year that the Care
Course has been offered in its current form as an orientation year at Camphill Ghent. Twentyfour students have graduated from the course over these past four years, and many of them
still work at Camphill Ghent.
Next year Camphill Ghent will transition to a new type of training program for its care
staff. Courses currently taught in the Care Course orientation year will be formed into one
hour segments for in-service training that will be available to all the people who work at
Camphill Ghent. We are collaborating with the elder care team at Camphill Village Copake to
develop these new courses. The new courses will also be taught in Camphill Village Copake
for their elder care workers.
In addition, we will be working with the National Association of Anthroposophical
Nurses in America (NAANA) to create a three-year training in elder care that will serve care
givers across the United States. Camphill Ghent may be one of the training sites. Camphill
Ghent is collaborating with Camphill Village Copake and others on this large project. Renate
and Gisela are both nurses who are members of NAANA and faculty members of the Care
Course. As nurses at Camphill Ghent and members of the faculty they will be playing a
significant role not only in the new in-service program, but also in helping to form the larger
three-year training. — David, on behalf of the Care Course Faculty (Renate, Gisela, Anna Rée,
Jonitha)
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June Photo Review

Top: Folk dancing and offering written intentions to the Sacred Fire on St. John’s Day;
middle: Marion Johanson and friend with pianist John Kamitsuka, who performed to
a full house; Karina receiving her first year certificate from the Camphill Academy;
bottom: Christa and Amanda picking strawberries; and a cloud angel over the Orion
houses. Bottom photos by Nick, all others by Onat.

4 of 8

June 2019 ReView - Camphill Ghent

Visitors from Asia — A Tale of Two Countries

On June 20th, a group from South Korea arrived on a big Mercedes Benz tourist bus. They were composed of parents/family
members, a student, teachers and administrators. The group is part of a foundation who provides Waldorf-inspired education to
teenage students who have developmental disabilities. Since their students are almost graduating from high school, they were
visiting various Camphill communities in Pennsylvania and Columbia County to learn about Camphill. They wish to start their
own Camphill-inspired community.
As I gave them a tour of our community, they were taking lots of photos. One of them was the designated interpreter. At the end
of the tour, they gave me hand fans as gifts. And then, they were off to Manhattan for a weekend of sightseeing! — Onat

On June 28th, a group of people knocked at the Farmhouse
door and introduced themselves as anthroposophists from
Taiwan.
A doctor, three Waldorf teachers, a psychologist, a sports
teacher, and an administrator! These people want to learn
about how to build a community for elders. The Waldorf
teachers are retiring after having started 25 years ago, the
medical work there has been established for 12 years and
they are ready to build community.
They walked around with me and I introduced them to
Sylvia. The group sang a Taiwanese song. I emphasized that
if they build a place they should keep in mind that they are
creating a home, not a facility. — Gisela
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Yellow
Lemons are yellow—
so is the sun,
which makes everything grow—
like sunflowers,
canaries,
daffodils, too.
Is there a better color than yellow?
Why don't you ask the banana?
—Gail & Sean, Poetry Group
(Painting by Gail)

HILLTOP
The various homes (Aurora, Tourmaline, Zephyr, & Sunrise) and
gathering spaces (library, hall, art gallery, dining areas) on the
hilltop.

We asked and
you answered!
The collection of
homes and
gathering spaces
on the hilltop are
now officially
named —

HILLTOP.
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Happy June Anniversary!
Thank you for being part of Camphill Ghent!

David Clark
7 years

Priscelyn Balabala
6 years

Ann Finucane
6 years

Barbara Patterson
6 years

Ulrike Kolb
6 years

Adam Smith
6 years

Thomas Lent
5 years

Tanja Stichternach
5 years

Frances Gordon
4 years

Julia Birch
2 years

THREE QUESTIONS
It once occurred to a certain king, that if he always knew the right time to begin everything; if he knew who were the
right people to listen to, and whom to avoid; and, above all, if he always knew what was the most important thing to
do, he would never fail in anything he might undertake.
Remember: there is only one time that is important—Now! It is the most important time because it is the only time
when we have any power. The most necessary man is he with whom you are, for no man knows whether he will ever
have dealings with anyone else: and the most important affair is, to do him good because for that purpose alone was
the man sent into this life!' from “Three Questions” by Leo Tolstoy, translated by Louise and Aylmer Maude (Thank
you, Nick for contributing this story!)
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In Remembrance
Dorothy “Dot” Aronson
November 8, 1926–June 14, 2019

White Cloud
for Dot
Your train used to run on these tracks.
I could hear the wheels roll;
the sound made me feel
that all was well with the world.
The birds flew past your window,
asking you to paint their sky
and let them carry your dreams aloft.
The evidence of my loving you
is stamped indelibly on my heart.
You’re sailing through amber now
and haven’t really left us.
I live a short walk from your door
close to memories of a strong, gently winding current.
I smile when I think of you
and feel the breath of joyful tears,
letting your echo seep deeply into me
as a curl of rose-colored cloud.
You gave me countless measures of a melody
I shall always hear and miss forever.
—Sean Vernon, June 2019
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