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Joan Strochak and David Schwartz at Joan’s ninetieth birthday/ ”Carnival" celebration,
on March 5. (See more pictures from this party on page 2.)

Camphill Ghent

elders in community

Thank you, Gabriella!

We thank departing Camphill Ghent board member Gabriella Sperry
for her service to our community! For the past seven years, Gabriella
has volunteered her time and talents toward the establishment and
growth of Camphill Ghent. She has been a diligently supportive
colleague, conscious of the fiscal realities as well as the spirit on
which Camphill Ghent is built. Gabriella helped bridge the
relationship with Camphill Village Copake, as well as the larger
community. Her strong leadership and dedicated service to Camphill
Ghent as a board member will be greatly missed, but we know we
will remain in her heart and she in ours.
Camphill Ghent board and community.

- Onat, on behalf of the
Gabriella receives a bouquet of flowers
from Christina Bould, on March 18.

Here are more snapshots from the Carnival-themed celebration of
Joan Strochak’s ninetieth birthday on March 5, 2019.

Hi Onat,
We had such a wonderful visit today - thank you so much for hos:ng us! We really enjoyed ge>ng a
tour of Camphill Ghent, learning more about your model, and mee:ng some of the residents and
are so grateful to you for facilita:ng the visit. We’re hopeful that the rela:onship between Camphill
Ghent and Bowdoin may con:nue in the future. Sincerely, Miranda Dils, Bowdoin College student.
Read more about the visit from the Bowdoin College students on page 4.
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March Photo Review

Abby Lappen, leading her weekly
singalong in Tourmaline.

It was so nice to have Thomas’s brother Peter here for
Thomas’s birthday on March 20!

Dinnertime with our GREAT service
volunteers!

The joy of life! Madelon’s grandbaby has something to say
to Christa.

Manfred visited on the occasion of his eighty-first birthday, on March 22.

An impromptu photo-opportunity with
Nick and Mary Logan in front of Ivy’s
desk in the Red Barn.
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The Camphill Hudson Players brought their original theater piece, “Food Talks,” to Camphill Ghent on March 26, 2019. Thank you
Camphill Hudson Players for giving us a special preview of your entertaining and info-rich show! Catch them again on Friday, April 12 at
the Hudson Hall.

An Inspiring Visit from
Bowdoin College students
On March 12, 2019, residents of Camphill Ghent were graced
with the presence of a group of students from Maine’s Bowdoin
College. The students were on their Spring Break Vacation, but
instead of heading off to the beach, they were engaged in a
volunteer service trip as part of the Bowdoin College
“Alternative Spring Break” program.
This program, which is entirely self-organized by the
students themselves, allows undergraduates to use their break
from school to learn about and gain hands-on experience with
the issues in the world that matter to them. All of the members
of this group were interested in the lives of individuals in our
society who face developmental challenges. This interest led
them to investigate, among other organizations, the Camphill
Movement. They lived and worked at Camphill Triform for
several days, and also toured Camphill Ghent and gave a very
well-received group presentation in the Hall.
Anyone with doubts or concerns about the ethics or
idealism of our younger generation will have had those entirely
dispelled by the bright, warm-hearted, and loving enthusiasm
of this wonderful group of young people. Very inspiring!
(Written by John-Scott Legg)
4 of 8

4 of 8

Above: Bowdoin students present about their “Alternative
Spring Break.” Below: The group poses for a photograph,
with Gail.
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Light

Birds And Squirrels

by Sean Vernon
I pray the light returns to your eyes,
the hallowed, unyielding light,
and that you stop strolling the ocean floor,
sunken, drowning in shame,
choked by remorse
over outcomes you could not have prevented.
Let radiance surround you,
brought by an angel, mercy-filled,
who will teach you to hold up your hands
against the fragments raining down
from a fractured sky.
Many good things in your life have not broken
and never will;
my love for you is one.
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by Gail Mortman and Sean Vernon
Soon it will be spring.
The flowers will start to bloom,
And leaves will hang on the branches again.
I don’t like it when the trees are bare,
Or when it snows and snows
The plows are so noisy
They scare the birds from my window.
I don’t know where the birds go at night;
It’s none of my business.
But they always come back in the morning.
I don’t think birds like squirrels too much;
They sit on the bird feeder and make quite a mess
So I chase them away.
The sunflower seeds aren’t for them.
Birds keep me company all day.
No squirrel does that,
And that’s fine with me.

Camphill Ghent has a poetry group that meets every Thursday.

Spring Equinox Festival 2019

Julia Birch reads “Light,” the poem Sean Vernon
composed for the festival.

The audience was wowed by the music and vocal
harmonies of Ryder (Barb Cooley’s daughter) and
Melora, especially their musical-saw (not pictured).

Thank you Barb Cooley (Magnolia House) for
organizing our community’s Spring Equinox festival, rich
with music, poems, and the promise of a new spring!

The ever-greening Spring: lettuce seeds were planted at
the Equinox festival (left); five days later (right), the shoots
are seeking the sun.
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Happy March Anniversary!
7 years

Maribel Foster

Walter Balfour
4 years

Thank you for being part of Camphill Ghent!

Libby Helpern

Mary Logan

Nancy Zidel

Caroline Gordon
4 years

Carol Shein
2 years

Mary Lou Wisniewski
1 year

Margaret Boydstun
6 years

And welcome to our new
c o m m u n i t y m e m b e r,
Nancy Pennington! Nancy
moved into Sunrise on the
first day of spring, 2019.

The Concerts at Camphill Ghent
March Concert Review
This was truly a remarkable concert!
Simone Dinnerstein led a themed confluence of pieces
from different periods into a meaningful conversation with each
other, where Philip Glass’s fractalization spoke to Schumann's
rushing currents and Erik Satie formed the ringing, expansive
vestibule into the many-faceted, expressive Kreisleriana. The
circular revisitation of the same theme in differing musically historic
languages opened the listeners to a deeply creative space in which
Dinnerstein could inspire with her exceptionally broad strokes of
imagination, her dazzlingly differentiated artistry, and lead listeners
to an expansive experience that was as exceptional as it was rare.
This kind of musical immersion leads us into a new future of music
making.
The intimate setting and packed, small hall added to the
immediacy of the experience, where grateful receptivity and highly
attentive, educated listening elevated the music as well and
activated everybody's core self in their creative feeling and
thinking. This concert was truly transformative. (Contributed by
Pianist Simone Dinnerstein (second from left) with Gili, and
Gwen Gould and Ed Grossman, concert friends.
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Martina Müller, a friend of the concert series.)
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A Letter from Patrick Doyle
Note: Quite a few residents of Camphill Ghent took part in or attended Patrick Doyle’s “Imbolc Riverfire Festival”
in Hudson this past February. Here is a note of thanks from Patrick.
Dear cast, crew, patrons, sponsors, and those who were present for lmbolc Riverfire:
The work and deeds that are required to create theater are as real as the material forces that bind the planks of
the stage together. Since my immersion into the world of theater in my early twenties, I have called upon my
personal forces of thinking, feeling, and willing to manifest performance of epic scale. Always bigger than life
itself, yet based on the most personal of human experiences.
The gathering of people together, the assembly of participants, the creation of a moment of life—then it’s
gone. This is the ephemeral nature of theater.
Only in the context of the performance can a true crowd-crystal form. Bezeled by time held in the imagination of
every member of the audience, cast, and crew, it is the true gem of our sacred task. It is the shine from our sacred
moment of humanity.

The 800+ candles burning on February 2, 2019, warmed us all as a unified symbol of humanity. We in the
glow of each other’s light. The crystal of infinite facets: a reflection of the divine within all of us. Imbolc Riverfire is
a festival of light and fire. Our blessing of the candles was a true Candlemas. The candle as carried by the Winter
Sprite, the shine of the children raying out to all who were present, was a glowing unified moment.
I am deeply grateful to all of you and the community who made this possible. We will continue Candlemas,
Imbolc Riverfire, as a festival of community for the next few years if you so desire. We intend to gather at the
proposed new Free Columbia Cultural Center on February 1 and February 2, 2010. We promise a heated space
and rehearsals—even a technical rehearsal!
Keep your candles lit until our next gathering.
Warmth, light, love,
J. Patrick Doyle
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The Festivals of the Year

Many of us attended the open Festival Planning Group meeting held this past month. At that
meeting, we felt that moving forward, our community needs to celebrate festivals in a more
multicultural way. We will do our best to prepare our celebrations bearing in mind the many
different cultures and traditions in our community.
The above image is the cycle of festivals currently celebrated in our community. If there
are other festivals you would like us to do, please share your thoughts with Anna Rée or Margaret
Carlson. — Onat

New Exhibit in the Joan Allen Art Gallery
The end of March meant that Gene Talbot’s (staff)
wonderful paintings came down from the light-filled
spaces of our Joan Allen Art Gallery. Many thanks to Gene
for sharing his work with the community!
UP Next, until the end of May, we will be graced with the
beautiful and unique work of paper artist Ulrike Grannis,
an example of which is to the left.
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