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Cold weather and warm hearts:
Wolfgang and Louise on a chilly February
afternoon.

Helping hands warm our hearts:
Miriam and Danny walking together in
Tourmaline.

Camphill Ghent

elders in community

Community Spotlight - Jodi Clough
“My greatest wish is that one day the kind of care we offer here is not the exception but the norm.”
—Jodi Clough
JOHN-SCOTT: I began working here at Camphill Ghent at the
end of October 2018, so one of the first community events I
attended was a Halloween pageant/festival/party. The festivities
began with a costumed procession through the halls of
Tourmaline, Zephyr, and Aurora, and continued with the short
performance of a skit, which was, for me, both astoundingly
refreshing and surprisingly hilarious. In it, Margaret Carlson
drolly narrated the Halloween plans and activities of a girl
named Jodi (played by Jodi Clough). The “plot,” if you will, was
beyond flimsy, of course, but the execution was joyful,
unpretentiously silly, and unabashedly slapstick. Margaret’s
carefully enunciated and deadpan narration coupled with Jodi’s
boisterous physical humor (and frequent costume changes) was
a simple but potent recipe for laughter. Wow!
I had the chance to sit down and talk with Jodi this
week, and, trust me, there is more to her story than will fit into
this little article. For now, though, this will serve as a both a
prelude to and rough outline for the memoirs to come.
One thing is certain: all signs point to Camphill Ghent
being the right and proper place for Jodi to have connected
with, and the mutual enrichment that has taken place because of this connection—for Jodi, for the spirit of this
community, and for the individuals who have chosen to make this their home—is significant.
Jodi has been working here since before people started moving in, from about the time that the
furniture deliveries began, as she tells it. How did she get here? Jodi is a Columbia County farm girl and grew up
not far from here, but the story of her journey to this place is not as simple as charting a straight line. As a young
person just finishing high school, the last place she wanted to be was the rural New York of her youth. Thus, the
education and work she pursued had her living in the cities of Washington, D.C. and New York for twenty years.
Eventually she did move back, just as the construction of the buildings here was getting underway, and
from the beginning her vocational direction naturally tended toward the loving care of elders. This started, upon
her return to Columbia County, with her being one of two full-time caregivers for her grandmother who was then
entering an advanced stage of dementia. Jodi was still engaged with caring for her grandmother when she
began her work at Camphill Ghent in November of 2011.
As any and all of the pioneers of this place will attest: It’s not easy building a community from scratch!
Much has happened these last seven years, and Jodi has seen it all, or most of it, and has consistently supported
the work in a variety of ways: originally hired for the care night shift, she has also always been helpful in the
administrative side of things, establishing and maintaining filing systems, for example. She seems to have found
a special niche, however, with her eventual involvement with planning and leading activities.
It’s clear that Camphill Ghent is more than a job for Jodi. It’s an integral part of her life, and allows her to
have direct contact wiith issues that have meaning for her. She is sensitive, for instance, to the subtle bias
prevalent in our society againt elders, and the one-sidedness of the view that places a higher value on the
experiences of youth. Her work is a contribution toward overcoming this, and she believes strongly that “all
people should be treated with respect,” without exception. She sees this as being the case here at Camphill
Ghent. More than anything else, she hopes to see the day when ”the kind of care we offer here is not the
exception but the norm.”
—John-Scott
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February Photo Review

Brian and Sylvia with recent guests, Nigel and Angela Maggi and Karina are generous not only
Harvey.
with their time and service; they also give
freely of their warm smiles (and peace
signs)!

On Feb. 25th, William College students
B e n j a m i n M y g a tt a n d Q i a n a Ya n g
performed two Brahms violin sonanta in
the Hall for a very appreciative audience.

The Tuesday Recorder Group: Margaret,
Paul, Lois, and Jonitha

DeeDee blowing out the candle of her
birthday dessert on Feb. 26th.

Nancy Z. blowing out the candle of her
birthday dessert on Feb. 22nd.

left: Camphill Ghent residents (and guests) exercising 600+
muscles at Fitness Class in Magnolia. We work with balls, bands,
balance, and weights with Joe, our trained, enthusiastic, and
supportive leader. We all feel younger and healthier as a result!
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Happy February Anniversary!
Thank you for being part of Camphill Ghent!

Time flies when you’re having fun!
Top row (l to r): Christina Bould, Berverly Fenn, Jonah Lang, Kathleen
Leitner
Bottom row (l to r): Margrit Metraux, Anna Rée, Brian Rée, Corrie
Triewth

7 years

Celebrating 1 year
(not in photos)
Leeanne Maxwell
Marty Forbes
Emil Krizar
6 years

Amanda Rogers

Maura and Jack McKeon - children of Jackie came to join us for Jackie’s celebration of life.
Thank you Maura and Jack for joining us and
for sharing beautiful stories that honor the life
of your mother, Jackie.
Turn to page 7 for Jackie’s story, written by her
friend Rich, published on the Chatham Press,
and re-printed here with the permission of the
press.

4 of 7

February 2019 ReView - Camphill Ghent

The Concerts at Camphill Ghent
February Concert Review
The February 16 concert “The Long Nineteenth Century” was
outstanding in every way! As usual, each quartet member gave a
brief overview of the works before they were performed and spoke of
the relationships between each composer and the influences the
composers had upon each other. In addition to being wonderfully
entertained, we were a well-informed audience!
Eugene Drucker (violinist) and Roberta Cooper (cellist) returned for
this concert while William Frampton (viola) visited for the first time.
Together with Gili Melamed-Lev (piano), who is Artistic Director of
this series, the quartet played Sonatensatz by Brahms and the Piano
Quartet in G Minor by Mozart. The trio (violin, cello, piano) played
String Trio in G Major Op. 9 No. 1 by Beethoven and Grieg’s
Andante con moto for piano trio. The sell-out crowd showed their
appreciation and enthusiasm with a well-deserved standing ovation.
Musicians from the February Concert (Gili, Roberta
Cooper, Eugene Drucker, William Frampton) with
Gillian (Janet Andrade’s daughter)

—Barb Cooley

Journey of a Lifetime
Have you ever traveled to another country? For a time, you experience
a new landscape and the unique atmosphere of a different culture. We
come home and tell our friends about our adventures and we show
them photographs, but we know that we can’t really tell the deeper
story of how we are changed by these experiences.
We are in the midst of the seventh season of the Camphill Ghent
Concert Series. It is an undeniable blessing for us that Gili MelamedLev wisely perceived that our community was the perfect setting for
creating a new road to adventure, with elders.
For each concert, I only have to walk to the Culture Hall. I put on my
invisible helmet and buckle my seat belt, because each concert takes
me to places I have never been before. The artists are my tour guides.
They introduce me to the journey that is held in each piece of music.
And then it begins. For a while, I am at the mercy of the music, which
transports me to a land I have never known before. I move with the
movements of the artists. I rise and fall with the heights and the
depths of the tones. The soul of the music takes me deeply into my
own soul, exploring.
After each concert, when I unbuckle my seat belt and take off my
helmet, I have no photographs to show my friends. But, I have been on
a journey of a lifetime and I know that I have been changed.
—Lois Smith
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What’s in a Name? Suggestions?
Bestowing a name on something (a human being, a place, an animal, a story, song, or poem, a home) is a kind of
creative act, or perhaps it’s better to think of it as the final expression of an act of creation. The name, the true name,
of any “thing” is somehow related to its essential nature. If it isn’t, the name won’t stick. Quite a few people grow up
and change their names, either slightly or entirely. This fact suggests a deeper truth: a name that approaches a true
name is never just arbitrarily chosen by the namer(s)—pulled out of a hat—but actually discovered: found and
recognized as right. And anyone who’s ever felt the responsibility inherent in finding the name of something (or
someone) can attest to the sacred nature of this act. On the one hand, it is indeed a responsibility and shouldn’t be
taken lightly; on the other hand, a person can’t fret about it too much, but will have to sooner or later simply trust
that the right name will come. Usually it does.
The topic has been raised here in our community of the name of our adult home buildings. What do we want to call
it? Already, of course, the different areas inside the building have their names: Tourmaline, Aurora, Zephyr, but the
building as a whole is most often referred to by it’s formal, legal, generic title of “Adult Home.” This is accurate
enough, and serves the most basic purposes of having a name, but it is somewhat like calling your baby, “baby”—for
seven years!
Suggestions have already started bubbling up at recent envisioning meetings: Azure Hill House; Casa Buena Vista
(the house of good views!); Hilltop House.
What do you think? If you have a suggestion or thoughts to share on this subject, let Onat know about it. Thanks!

A - Farm House
B - Red Barn (admin office)
C - Willow Lodge (co-house)
D - Magnolia House (co-house)
E - Villa Peridot (town homes)
F - North Star (town homes)

J

G - Orion (town homes)
H - Windsong (co-house)
I - Sunrise (co-house)
J - Aurora House
K - Zephyr
L - Tourmaline
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“Google Earth” Satellite image of Camphill Ghent
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Reprinted with permission from Rich Kraham of the Chatham Press
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LETTER FROM THE
RED BARN
Dear Camphill community,
It is with a mix of excitement and sadness that I share
this news with you - I will be leaving my role as Director
of Development at the end of this month (March 31,
2019). While I was not seeking a new opportunity, one
was presented to me that I believe may greatly benefit
my family. Starting next month I will begin my journey
as Director of Development for the Albany Jewish
Community Center. The JCC is where my children
receive after-school care and because it is located
directly in the community in which I live, it will allow me
greater flexibility to participate in my children's school
life.

event or visiting a friend. I am truly honored to have
been given the chance to get to know you all.

By no means will this be the end of my relationship
with Camphill Ghent. Onat and I are choosing to view
this as simply a change in the structure of our
relationship, which means you may still see me at an

Janet, you’re always welcome at Camphill Ghent!
Sincerely, Onat

With gratitude,
Janet
Janet has been a great addition to our team, and I will
miss her invaluable presence in the office. Her
knowledge and skills in nonprofit management and
fundraising will be greatly missed!
I look forward to having her come and visit our
community in a different role - that of being a member
of our extended family!

