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The Dream Song of Olaf Åsteson is a Norwegian folk legend in verse
about the spiritual experiences of a man who goes to sleep on Christmas
Eve and stays asleep through the twelve Holy Nights of Christmas, finally
awaking at Epiphany (January 6). On January 6, 2019, Camphill Ghent
residents and the wider community had the rare treat of being presented
with this tale by a full intergenerational chorus of voice and lyre.

Camphill Ghent ・elders in community

Resident Spotlight - John Karl
The tragedies and societal storms of the twentieth century have, in
one way or another, affected the lives of everyone here at
Camphill Ghent, and John Karl is certainly no exception. Born in
February 1932 to German parents then living in Switzerland, John
was just five months old when the national election took place in
Germany in which the Nazis became the largest party in
parliament. John’s father, who came from Munich, had made a vow
in 1919, during the revolutionary period that followed the end of
the First World War, that “if these fellows”—he meant the ad hoc
right-wing militia groups that presaged the Nazis—“ever get into
power it will mean a second World War far worse than the one we
have just experienced. If that happens, I will leave Germany and
Europe altogether.” Seeing what was happening in his home
country, and being true to his word, he immediately began making
arrangements to emigrate. By the time John was two years old, the
young family were living on an apiary, at the edge of a jungle in
Costa Rica, and engaged in shipping tropical honey to North
America and western Europe.
Five years later, in 1939, the war had broken out in Europe
and the question of how they would educate the boy was foremost on the parents’ minds. Being students of Rudolf
Steiner’s anthroposophy, and very interested in the educational impulse arising from this understanding of the
human being, they had already made arrangements with a teacher at the Waldorf school in Basel, Switzerland, for
the child to attend there. The outbreak of the war, however, ruled this out. And so a young John Karl traveled to
New York City to live with relatives there and attend the Rudolf Steiner School in Manhattan, the first Waldorf
school in North America. This was an experience he loved. For high school he attended the High Mowing School in
New Hampshire, which he did not love quite as much, but where he was joined by his parents and his sister, his
father taking on the gardening for the school and his mother teaching biology.
Mrs. Beulah Emmett, the founder of High Mowing, encouraged this bright young student to attend Harvard
College after high school, in part to aid the reputation of her fledgling, in some ways experimental, school; which
he dutifully did. Upon graduating from Harvard, John was drafted into the U.S. Army and spent his year of service
largely in Europe, where he connected for the first time with the continent of his birth. Every moment off-duty was
dedicated to travel, hiking, and experiencing as much and as many places there as he possibly could. After having
grown up entirely in America, but now feeling very much at home in Europe, a question that lived in him in those
days was: Am I or am I not European?
John did not physically emigrate back to the Old World after his time in the Army, but returned to America
and to Harvard where he did, in a sense, maintain his connection to Europe through his studies in history. After
receiving his doctorate, he embarked on a career of teaching and further self-education, for, as he saw it, if his
teaching was to be successful, he would need to continue to learn. And so he still does. A person of the book and
of the written word, his contributions to the Thursday Poetry Group at Camphill Ghent are always well-researched,
original, and instructive. He has been at Camphill Ghent from the beginning and, although he admits that what he
had initially in mind for his retirement years did not manifest as he had envisioned, his wise appreciation of the
community life that he has found here is keen and forthright. Perhaps most important for the community is the
simple fact of his presence here among us. A generally quiet man, his earnest and strong presence is utterly
unique and irreplaceable, which has a meaning for the community not readily conveyed in words. Easier than
describing it would be to try to notice or reflect upon the effect of the comforting reliability of seeing him
steadfastly studying and writing in the Tourmaline Café, and the brightness of his inward sincerity.
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Happy January Anniversary!
Thank you for being part of Camphill Ghent!

Wow, January 2012 was a busy time - Camphill Ghent welcomed
our first community members!

7 years

Top row (l to r): Margaret Carlson, Sylvia Bausman, Gisela and Nick
Franceschelli, Madge Parcher.
Bottom row (l to r): Will van Ness, Joan Strochak, John Karl, Joan
Weitzner and Rich Walsh.

Gabrielle Snyder
6 years

Sean Vernon
3 years

Marianne Selinger
1 year

Thank you for sharing!
A warm thank you to Richard and Elvira Neal who live at
Camphill Village, Copake. Last year they visited Kenya
and the photographs hanging in the Joan Allen Gallery
throughout the month of January were an outcome of
that trip. For us who pass through the Gallery daily,
these pictures have become friends. Smiles appear on
faces when they meet their favorites (mine has wings).
Thank you for sharing!
—Your friends at Camphill Ghent
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January Photo Review

Thanks to Chatham Middle School for
the wonderful holiday cards!

Lois (Magnolia House) recording a voiceover for the filmmakers who visited us.

Wednesday painting class - Dot, Mary Austin, Joan Strochak,
and Peggy.

Christa (Tourmaline) at her 90th
birthday celebration.

Julia and Onat at their joint birthday celebration—beautiful cake!

Late January sunset
—photo by Michael James.
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Laurie Portocarrero and Franz Eilers introducing “We
Need New Roses,” their original dramatic adaptation
of “The Snow Queen” by Hans Christian Anderson.

Artwork from Care Course students

Camphill Ghent Turns Seven and Envisions What The Future Will Bring
Camphill Ghent opened its doors in January 2012, so this past month we marked our 7th year anniversary! Anna Reé (Orion)
was inspired to lead listening sessions and gather ideas of what our community may become as we enter our second 7-year
cycle.
I have participated in three of these listening sessions (more are coming your way as we schedule them) and I would
like to share with you some of the ideas that I’ve heard.
•
Diversity of generations. Many people would like to see different generations living at Camphill Ghent. Young
people, couples, parents with children, more elders. There is a common wish for multi-generational co-existence in our
community.
•
Use of our land. Aside from building new residences, there were suggestions about looking into agricultural
activity and animal husbandry.
•
Multicultural life. There is a wish to create a festival program that is truly inclusive, embracing varied cultural
backgrounds and welcoming people into our community with different interests.
•
Productive activities. There is hope that we start small workshops where community members can participate in
and where members from the larger community can join in.
There were many more suggestions made and I have been taking notes. I will share a more detailed report once all the
listening sessions have taken place.
For now, I want to acknowledge the community-building efforts of everyone, particularly those who were here during
the early years. You, our pioneers, have paved the way to create our current community life. All our rooms are filled and many
more are waiting to join us. I see people helping each other: driving neighbors to their appointments; offering chicken soup
to a friend who is sick; comforting each other in times of sorrow. There is compassion for each other. We are Camphill Ghent.
You are Camphill Ghent!
—Onat
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Board President “Meet and Greet”
On a sunny and cold late January afternoon, a circle of
people gathered in the Common Room at Willow Lodge to
“meet and greet” Camphill Ghent Board President Jerry
Schwartz over a cup of tea or coffee and perhaps a cookie
(or two). After an initial introduction, in which those present
simply said their name, where they lived at Camphill Ghent,
and how they found out about this community, Mr. Schwartz
shared how he had come to be involved with the Camphill
movement through serving on the boards of the Camphill
Foundation and Camphill Village U.S.A. in Copake,
eventually joining the board of Camphill Ghent.
Noteworthy was his description of the caring and
thoughtful approach to board work he has taken over the
years, always striving to bear in mind the nature and special
purpose of these unique organizations as communities.
After this, the space was opened up for general
Some of the “meet and greet” circle (l-r): Kathleen, Mary Logan,
Jerry Schwartz, Louise, Barb, Joan Weitzner

questions and comments from the cross-section of the
community that was present. A warm, appropriately “homelike” conviviality and a shared appreciation and concern for

the continued growth and well-being of this community was very evident in the conversation that ensued, which touched on
a number of the hopes, dreams, and aspirations for the future that live here. No major decisions were or could have been
made in this sort of meeting, of course, but there seems to have been a general agreement that more conversations like
this, bringing together members of the community with members of the board, would be most welcome and beneficial for
the community as a whole.

Community Updates - Notes from the January Board Meeting
•
Nick, Gisela, and Jill shared with the board the community tasks and responsibilities they carry. The board
recognized them for their important work they are doing, and expressed hope that more people will join Camphill Ghent
as resident coworkers.
•
Onat gave an update of our community strategic plan. One of the main points is adding new residential units
so that we can welcome more people who wish to join our community. Expansion, when it happens, will come in three
different forms. The short-term plan is to find unused spaces in our current buildings that can be converted into revenuegenerating apartments. This is similar to when we converted the spa rooms in Aurora and Tourmaline, as well as when we
created two apartments in Windsong. The mid-range plan is to build another co-house for those who wish to live
independently. This will take longer planning. The long-range goal is to create more housing in order to meet the needs of
our growing community— we have a healthy waiting list of individuals who want to join Camphill Ghent—as well as further
reduce our fiscal deficits. Any of these plans require funding or capital fundraising. Onat is working with a task force (which
includes board members and Adam) who will assist him in this expansion research.
•
Other points that were discussed during the board meeting are the latest financial reports; draft of next year’s
operating budget; and the envisioning process the community is undertaking (see article on p. 5). If you have questions
about board matters, I’d like to hear from you! —Onat
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