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Katie Davis
Aug 30, 1922-July 27, 2018
Katie joined Camphill Ghent October 2014

“I will miss her hugs, her smiles, her soft spoken
voice. I will especially miss our jokes about her never
having a sip of alcohol or smoking a cigarette EVER in
her life. Everyone was her friend. She did not have a
bad word to say about anyone. Walter Balfour was a
special friend. They would watch TV at night
together.” - Nancy Zidel, Care Staff

This rainbow appeared about three hours before
Katie crossed the threshold. Photo by Nick
Franceschelli

Camphill Ghent

elders in community

Resident Spotlight - Dianne Klinger
“I feel safe living here at Camphill Ghent. All my
needs are met and I don’t have to worry.”
After growing up near Syracuse, NY, Dianne Klinger left home
when it was time to “get some adventure.” Those adventures
occurred during her travels across the globe. Her husband, John
Bass was a Test Pilot in the Air Force Reserves, and because of
his work, Dianne and John lived many different places, including
Japan. Tragically, in 1964, John was killed in action during a
training flight near the Philippines. Finding herself a young
widow with two children, and a third on the way, Dianne moved
her family back to the United States.
After marrying Daniel Klinger an architect from Nassau in 1971,
the family moved to Chatham. It was here Dianne raised her kids
and became an active member of her community. Dianne was
active in politics, often volunteering to work at the polls. For over
22 years Dianne worked as a case-worker for local human
service agencies. Her work often included helping people with
developmental disabilities. It is evident from the smile that
spreads across her face when speaking about her work, that she
had a true passion and enjoyment for the work she did. It was
also through her work that Dianne first learned about the
Camphill movement and the philosophies behind the movement.
If you are familiar with Chatham you might remember the Rose Hill Bed and Breakfast owned and
operated by Dianne. Longtime friend and Camphill Ghent Board Member, Chris Fish-Acker, describes
Dianne as having been “the hostess with the mostest.” Like in her earlier career, Dianne’s caring and
social nature led to the success of her business and the happiness of the guests that stayed with her.
Finding that it was time to move
to an elder community, Dianne
moved into Willow Lodge in
Au g u s t 2 0 1 5 . S h e q u i c k l y
became a welcome addition to
the community, joining old and
new friends in the many
activities available to residents.
“I feel safe living here at
Camphill Ghent. My needs are
met and I don’t have to worry,”
says Diane. Now living in our
Aurora house, Dianne is an avid
reader that is looking forward to
joining the community’s book
club. - Written by Janet Andrade.
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July Photo Gallery

Ma’or & Edie at their expedition slideshow.

Mary Logan celebrates with Gisela & Martin.

Suzette with friends from Camphill California.

Frances enjoying ice cream!

Madge singing at Mali/Kari’s
Mali-Kari’s farewell.

Nancy & Maribel at the yard sale.

Bill Rosecan at his birthday party.
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Louis at a therapy dog session.

Michael James at the yard sale.

Onat & Bill with Assemblywoman Didi
Barrett (D, Columbia)
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Camphill Research Symposium
A report from Onat
David and I recently attended the Camphill Research Symposium in PA. This is the the fourth year of the
symposium. In the first year, we heard about academic research for and about Camphill. Maria Lyons of the
Camphill Research Network from the UK was invited to present. In the second year, we heard about new
regulations affecting people with developmental disabilities, specifically related to home and community based
settings. Libby Sanders of Beaver Farm in PA presented. In the third year, we heard about defensive research
related to political engagement and advocacy. For me, among the presenters stood out Miriam Snellgrove, a
Camphill staff child from the UK, who reported about her doctoral dissertation, “Who is Camphill For?”
This year, the theme is about “New Research and the Emerging Camphill Future.” I was invited to sit on a panel
re: the changing organizational structure in Camphill communities. Since the beginning of Camphill in North
America, resident coworkers have managed and nurtured the communities. Coworkers were involved in enriching
the spiritual foundation of the community, ensouling the social life, and ensuring that its organizational mission
is accomplished. Other coworkers - those who don’t live in the communities and are employed as staff members
- have always been around to support the organizational mission.
In the last decade, some Camphill communities - including Camphill Ghent - have transitioned to involve more
people in taking care of the the community’s threefold structure: a community where the spirit thrives; where the
soul lives in the social life; and where the body is cared for. In this last decade, the transition has also included
expanding the mission to include elder care as well as living in communities without borders. Our neighbor
Camphill Hudson is one such example of an urban community with no borders. Camphill Soltane has started
entrepreneurial activities outside its main campus by moving into the town of Phoenixville. And we at Camphill
Ghent take pride in being the first North American Camphill community who responded to the needs of long-term
elder care.
This was the topic of the panel I sat on. I was there to respond to questions like “how is lifesharing evident at
Camphill Ghent?”, “what social renewal impulse arises out of your community?” and “what new forms of
economic relationships are you exploring?” The main point I shared with the audience is that at Camphill Ghent,
lifesharing is alive and well. Residents help each other, be it with transportation or forming new friendships.
Residents volunteer in our community to offer art classes, knitting, help with gardening, or to bring about our
ecumenical practices. The co-houses with independent residents exude an extended family spirit, where
residents look out for each other. We continue to uphold the mission of Camphill as we are the only inclusive
assisted living home in NY state (and most likely the rest of the US) where elders with developmental disabilities
participate in our lives. Our care is centered in holistic aging practices, focusing on the body-soul-spirit
nurturance.
The audience expressed their
appreciation for my presentation. Most
of them had only heard of Camphill
Ghent and have not visited us. I took this
opportunity to invite them to visit our
community. I hope that in the next
months, we’ll have new visitors eager to
learn more about our ways of life. I hope
you’ll welcome them, show them around,
invite them to join you for meals. In
short, I hope you’ll share with them the
Camphill Ghent Spirit!
*Camphill gypsy: I learned this term
from our friend Joan Allen. When I was
leaving Camphill California to move to
Heartbeet in VT, I told her that
Heartbeet would be my third
community. She said: “you’re a
Camphill gypsy like me!”

4 of 7

Camphill gypsies*. This is the group of Camphill coworkers who has
been in more than one Camphill community. David Schwartz (left)
has been in 5 different communities!
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Volunteer Spotlight - Leonie Pesch
I came to Camphill Ghent one year ago with plenty of
curiosity about this new place. In the end of August I will
leave with lots of memories, experience and the
assurance of a whole community, that will always
welcome me.

“Camphill Ghent will always welcome me. Thank
you for your openness and support.”

I want to thank everyone here for their advice in all kinds
of things, their help, their openness and support, the
fun we had and of course all the stories I got to hear
about former times.
As I took plenty of pictures during my time here I would
love to show you some impressions of my life in
Camphill Ghent and the vacation time I had. - by Leonie
Pesch.
Thank you Leonie! Our community will miss you - a lot! You
are kind, gentle, helpful, takes initiative - a good soul!
Please know that Camphill Ghent will always be here as your
second home! - Gratefully, Onat
With my friends Sophie and Aurora in Niagara Falls

Christmas in the Farmhouse

Picking flowers with Gail

5 of 7

With Frances, Margaret, Jodi, & Thomas on an outing

With my friend Sophie visiting Barb in Vermont
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The Concerts at Camphill Ghent - Season 7
I am pleased to report that we have successfully
completed the 2017-2018 season of the Camphill Ghent
Concert Series.
What an exciting, inspiring, and
enriching season it has been!
All of the concerts were sold out in advance, and the
series is gaining a reputation in the Taconic-Berkshire
area for presenting first class, innovative performances
of chamber music in an intimate setting.
For me, there were many musical highlights of the past
season. Gilbert Kalish inspired us with his masterful
solo piano recital at the beginning of the season. Cellist
Inbal Segev gave a passionate rendition of Bach’s C
major suite for unaccompanied cello, and she and I
collaborated on the Shostakovich D minor sonata,
Schumann’s Fantasy Pieces and others. Each piece was
introduced by a poem read by actor John McManus. In
addition to clarinet and piano trios by Brahms and
Schubert, clarinetist Paul Green enlivened our holiday
concert in December with a rollicking performance of
Klezmer music. I was delighted to welcome back our
friends Eugene Drucker, Roberta Cooper and Peter
Weitzner in January for performances of the Dvorak
“Dumky” and the Mozart C major piano trio as well as
several pieces by Piazzolla. And I loved performing the
Brahms G Minor Piano Quartet in March with Joana
Genova, Ariel Rudiakov and Nathaniel Parke.
It is always a special pleasure for me to feature music by
living composers in our series, and we were able to

continue that tradition this year. Gil Kalish played Sheila
Silver’s Nocturne based on Raga-Jog (2014) in his
October recital, Peter Weitzner and I performed Sheila’s
Chant in February and bassoonist Gili Sharett and I
performed several pieces by composer Dorothy Haller in
March. We were honored to have both composers in
attendance to hear their pieces performed.
The
2017-18 season also continued our tradition of
including performances by members of the next
generation of artists. At the series finale in May, we
were privileged to hear two talented groups of students
from the Bard Conservatory, along with cellist and
director Robert Martin and myself.
Thank you for listening, supporting, and accompanying
the concert series on this journey to bring the best of
chamber music to Camphill Ghent. Your engagement
with the series is what allows us to continue this
wonderful work. I am excited to further the success in
our 2018-2019 season and look forward to seeing you
all in the audience! Reservations for single tickets or
subscriptions can be made with Ivy.
As always, I am interested in hearing your impressions,
suggestions, and comments. I can be reached at
gili.concertseries@camphillghent.org or by phone at
518-929-5950.
My gratitude to you all and I wish you a rejuvenating
summer. Gili

SAVE THE DATE - 2018-2019 Concert Series
October 13, 2018
Horn of Plenty, Plenty of Horn
Michael Slatkin - French horn and The Lev-Evans Duo
Mark Evans and Gili Melamed-Lev - piano 4 hands
Brahms songs, Mozart, Faure, Straus, Poulenc and Bizet
November 10, 2018
Beethoven Unbound
Aaron Boyd - violin, Gili Melamed-Lev - piano
Beethoven The Spring and The Kreutzer sonatas
December 8, 2018
Young Masters, Old and New
Piano recital with Benjamin Hochman
Bach, Chopin, Gilad Cohen, Mozart and Brault
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February 16, 2019
The Long Nineteenth Century (Started with Mozart)
Eugene Drucker - violin, William Frampton - viola
Roberta Cooper - cello, Gili Melamed-Lev - piano
Mozart, Beethoven, Grieg and Brahms
March 9, 2019
The Keyboard Astride the Centuries
Simone Dinnerstein - Piano
Schumann, Couperin, Satie and Glass
April 6, 2019
Brahms away!
Students and faculty from the Bard College
with Gili Melamed-Lev and Kayo Iwama - piano
This concert will introduce our new collaboration with
the vocal department at Bard
Brahms clarinet quintet and songs by Bernstein,
Brahms and Faure
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6 yrs

Rudy Perini (Villa Peridot)

6 yrs

Joan Perini (Villa Peridot)

3 yrs

Gladys Sacks (Orion)

3 yrs

Louis Sacks (Orion)

5 yrs

Mary Osorio (Sunrise)
2 yrs

Steve Gitto (Willow Lodge)

5 yrs

Thank you for
being part of
Camphill Ghent happy
anniversary!

Martin Chavez (Staff, Facilities)

2 yrs

Gail Mortman (Tourmaline)

1 yr

Gene Talbott (Staff, Facilities)

The Windsong renovation project is
completed! Madelon and Lawrence Hunt
will join us on August 2nd, and the other
couple will join us late September.
Thank you Adam for overseeing this
project. Our gratitude to you!
Thank you Martin for helping out in the
community while Adam was engaged as
the “general contractor.”
You are an amazing team! - Onat
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